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5 W XXVii. 51. 


And behold the Vail of the Temple was rent in 
twain, from the top to the bottom. 


OM here may think, what will the miniſter 
make of that text, and what relation hath it 
to the work of this day! ? Ingeed, I cannot promiſe 
to make any thing of. it, unleſs the Lord himſelf 
make ſomething of it to yeu.“ But, with his help, 
we may find a {eaſt in it'to our ſouls, and a ſuit- 
able feaſt on the back of a feait, ſuch as wany of 
ou have been celebrating. Chriſt hath been eve- 
dently ſet forth crucified among you this day, and 
as you have been called to feaſt upon his paſſions. 
ſo now you are called to feaſt upon the fruits and 
effects of it. Have you ſeen him dying on, a croſs 
for you ? Ocome and ſee what immediately fol- 
lowed upon his d-ath. Behzld the Vail of the tem- 
ple was rent from the top to the bottom. 

That I may divide the words, and then explain: 
them, you may notice here, . The connection 
of this verſe with what went before in the.particle. 
And, intimating the time of the miracle, that it 
attended he death of Chriſt, ver, 50. When he ' 1d 
cried with a loud voice he gave up the Ghoſt. in 5 
loud cry ſignificd that his death ſhould be publ. 
and proclaimed to all the world, as it bath de? 
to you this day; and his yielding up the gholt, 
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ſhewed that he voluntary reſigned his foul to be 
an offering for fin, according to his undertaking 
as our ſurety, Iſa liii. 10. Death being the pe- 
nalty for the breach of the firſt covenant, Theu 
ſhalt ſurely die; the Mediator of the new Cove- 
nant muſt make atonement i 
otherwiſe no remiſſion. Ne e up the ghoſt, 
and immediately the vai OBE ple was rent. 
2. You have a note of admif ion, Behold ! inti- 
mating what wonderful things did immediately 
enſue. Several miracles, beſides the rending of 
the vail, are here mentioned, but this ſeems to be 
the moſt remaikable. We are told, That the 
earth did qu he, the rechs rent. graves were open- 
ed, an many dead bodies of the ſaints are: but 
that which is put in the firſt rank of theſe mira- 
cles, is, That the Vail of the temple was rent in 
twain, and we find the Evangeliit Mark mentions 
this in particular, and none of the reſt of the mi- 
racles here named, as if this rending of the Vail 
were the miracle moſt to be noticed, as containing 


ſomewhat myſterious and ſignificant therein, Mark 


xv. 37, 38. where we have the very ſame words, 
Fefus cried with aloud voice, nd gave up the ghoſt, 
the wail of the temple was rent in twain, from the 
top unto the bottom. And here it uſhered in with 
a Behs/d, turn aſide and ſee this great ſight, be aſ- 
toniſhed at it. But what are we to wonder at ? 


Then, 3. See this object of admiration, the vail 


of the temple was rent in twain, juſt as our Lord 
Jeſus expired ; that vail of the temple which par- 
ted betwixt the holy place, and the mo/t Holy, was 
rent by an inviſible power, In this and the reſt 
of the miracles Chriſt gave teſtimony to his God- 
head, putting forth the power of his divine nature 
at the ſame time wherein his human nature, his 


means of death, 
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ſoul and body were rent ir twain, like thev-il 6f 
the temple. It si remarkable how the evangeliſt de. \ 
ſcribes the manner in which the vail of the tem- 


ple was rent, thewing what a full and entire tent 


it was. Lukeylays, it was rent in the mid;r, and 
here Martha Mark ſays, it wa rent in twain, 
rent from the top to the bottom, an intire rent. 
But what was the meaning of all this? what did 
the rending of the vail {ignify ?.1. It itwas confor- 
mity to the temple of Chriſt's body, which was 
now diffolved, Chriſt was the true temple, in 
whom dwells all the fullneſs of the Goithead bodily 
when he cried and gave up the ghoſt, and ſo ail. 
ſolved and rent the vail of his fleſh; the literal 
temple did as it were echo to the cry, and anſwer 
the ſtroke by rending its vail 2. The tending of 
the vail of the temple, ſigniſied the revealed myſ- 
teries of the Old Teſtament ; the vail of che tem- 
ple was for concealment, it was extremely danger · 
ous for any to fee the furniture of the moſt hol 
place within the vail, except the high Prieſt, and 
he but once a year with great ceremony, and thro? 
a cloud of ſmoke :. All which pointed out the 
darkneſs of that diſpenſation, 2 Cor. iii. 13 But 
now at the death of Chriſt all was laid open, the 
myſteries are unvatled, fo that he that runs may 
read tue meaning of them. 3. The rending of the 
vail of the temple ſignified the uniting of the Jews 
and Gentiles, by removing the partition-wall be- 
twixt them, which was the Ceremonial law ; Chriſt 


by his death repealed it, and cancelled that bead- 


writing of ordinances, nailed it on the croſs, and 


ſo broke down the middle wall of pardition; and 


by aboliſhing theſe inſtitutions and ceremonies, 
by which the Jews were diſtinguiſhed from all 
A 3 


6 
other people, he aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even 


the law of commandments contained in ordinances 


for to make in himſelf of twain 8ne new man. Eph. 
iii. 14, 15. Juſt as two rooms are made one, by 
taking down the partition-wall. 4, The rending 
of the vail did eſpecially ſignify e conſecrating 
and the opening of a new and living way to God 
the vail kept off people from drawiug near to the 
moſt holy place, but the rending of it ſignified that 
Chriſt, by his death, opened a way te God for him- 
lelf, as our bleſſed high prieſt, and for us in him. 
1. For himſelf, this was the great day of atone- 
ment, wherein the great high prieſt, not by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood 
entered once for all into the boly place, in token 
of which, the vail was rent, Heb ix: 7. and down» 
ward to verſe 13 Though Chriſt did not perſon- 
ally aſcend to heaven, the holy place not maderwith 
hands, that is, to heaven. till above forty days af- 
ter, yet he immediately accquired a right to enter, 
and had a virtual admifhon, his enterance into 
the heavenly temple, into the holy of holies, be- 
gan in his death; having offered his ſacrifice in 
the outer-court, the blood of it was to be ſprink- 
led on the mercy ſeat within the vail, accordipg to 
the manner of the preiſts under the law; But now 
the legal ſhadows were all to evanith ; the great, 
the true high preiſt having his own blood entered, 
and ſo procured. 2 For us an open enterance in 
to the true Holy of Holies, as the apoſtle applies 
it Heb, x. 19, 20. We have boldneſs to enter in- 
to the holieſt by the bload of Feſus, by a new and 
living way, which he hath conſecrated tous through 
the vail} We have now free acceſs to come with 
| boldneſs to a throne of grace, to a God in Chriſt, 

Heb. iv. at the cloſe. The vail of the temple did 
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ſo interpoſe betwixt the AR. e and the moſt holy 
place, that they could neither go in, nor look in- 
to it, but only the prieſt in the manner that I ſaid 
before; but the rending of the vail, ſignified, that 
the true Holy of holies, heaven itſelf, is now o- 
pen to us, by the enterance of our great high prieſt, 
that we alſo may enter in by faith as a royal 
; prieſthood, following our forerunner, who for us 
"  entercd within the vail, Heb vi. 19. Nothing can 
obſtruct or diſcourage our acceſs to God in his grace 
and glory, for the vail is rent. Now I am to touch 
a little at the ſpecial myſtery here repreſented. 
Behold, the wail of the temple was rent in twain, 
from the top to the bottom. | 
OBsER. That Chri/t by his death rent the vail 
that interpoſei betwixt God and us, and obflrutted 
our acceſs to him, He gave up the Ghoit, and be- 
held, the vail was rent- 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chrift hath 
once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt. Why? 
That he might bring us is God, and in order theres» 
unto, that he might rend the vail of guilt and 
warth that interpoſed betwixt us and him, that he 
might take away the cherubims and flaming ſword 
+ and open a way to the tree of life. 
The method wherein I ſhall ſpeak of this ſub- 
jet, ſhall be to ſhew'; 
' I. What is that vail that interpoſes betwixt God 
and us. 
II. How the death of Chriſt hath rent that vail, 
III. In what manner is the vail rent. 
| IV. For what end is the vail rent. 
| V. Draw ſome inferences from the whole for 
| application. 
There may be ſome here that eame to this occa - 
ſion, to enquire into God's temple, to ſee his beau- 
ty and glory, and to win near to God; but ah, 
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they are complaining, they have miſt their mark, 
why? they apprehended a vail betwixt them and 
the glory of God, and thought it impoſſible to 
win through the vail ; but (may be) you wiſt not 
that the vail of the temple was rent, and therefore 
you have not ſeen the beauty of the Lord in his 
temple. If you had known that the vail was cent 
from the top to the bottom, you would have gone 
in boldly to the moſt holy place ; and yet if you 
will believe that the vail is rent, I can promiſe, 
that you ſhall not want a fight of his glory through 
the rent vail ; did I not ſay unto thee, if thou woula/t 
believe, thou ſhalt ſee the glory of Cod? But I proe 
ceed in the method propoſed- 

Fir ſt, Then, what is that vail which interpoſes 
betwixt God and us? Not to ſpeak of the vail of 
Old Teſtament ſhadows and ceremonies, now rent 
and removed by the death of Chriſt, there are ſome 
vails that in a {pecial manner obſtructed our acceſs 
to God, and they may be reduced to theſe three, 
The vail of a broken covenant, the vail ef God's 
injuced attributes, and the vail of man's fin, 1. 
The vail of a broken covenant, or law of works; 
the covenant, or law of works, you know, was do 
and Live, otherwiſe you {hall die, In the day thou 
cateſt thou ſhalt ſurely die; In which covenant you 
ſee there was a precept, a promiſe, and a penalty. 
The precept was Do, or perfect obedience, the 
promiſe was life or eternal happineſs upon his o- 
bedience, and the penalty was death and eternal 
damnation, in caſe of diſobedience Now man b 
his fin, hath broken the precept of that covenant, 
and ſo forfeited the promiſe of life, and incurred 
the penalty of death. If ever we have acceſs to 
God, this broken precept muſt be repaired, this 
forfeited life muſt be redeemed, this penalt y mu 


be executed. Here is a vail that ſeperates betwixt 
God and us, a vail that neither men nor angels can 
rend, and yet a vail that muſt be rent, otherwiſe 
we die and periſh forever, and this vail is the har- 
der to be rent, becauſe of the following, namely. 
2. The vail of God's injured perfections particu- 
larly his incenſed juſtice and injured holineſs. Juſ- 
tice, infinite juſtice, was a black vail that obſtruc · 
ted our acceſs to heaven, for God became an an- 
gry God, a God filled with fierce wrath againſt 
the ſinner. God hath ſet this penalty upon the 
law, commanding perfect obedience upon pain of 
death, God's Juſtice was engrged to make this 
penalty effectual upon man's falling into fin. No+ 
thing can. ſatisfy juſtice but infinite puniſhment, 
the wages of fin is death, and God will by no 
means clear the guilty : And fo, if this vail be not 
rent by a complete ſatisfaction, the guilty {inner 
muſt go down to the pit. The holineſs of God al- 


ſo was injured by the breach of the law, fin is a 


tranſgreſſion of the law, a traſgreſhon of the pre- 
cept. Now, as God's juſtice ſtands up in defence 
of the threatning and penalty, ſo his holineſs ſtands 
up for the defence of the precept and commat. of 
the holy law. God cannot juiiify the ſinner, nor 
accept of him as righteous, unleſs he hath a com- 
plete 11ghteouſneſs; nota lame, partial andimperfect 
righteouſneſs, but a righteouſneſs every way com- 
menſurate to the extenlive precept of the law, will 
ſatisfy an infinite holy God; an infinite juſtice 
cannot be ſatisfied without a complete ſatisfaCtion, 
anſwering to the threatning and penalty of the law, 
ſo the infinite holineſs of God cannot be ſatisfied 
without a perfect obedience, anſwerable to the pre» 
cept and command of the law. Now our natural 


want of a ability to yield ſatisfaction, and our na- 


to 

tural want of perfect conformity to the law, makes 
juſtice and holineſs and other perſections of God 
ſtand in the way of our ſalvation, and of our acceſs 
to heaven, like a vail that cannot be rent by us, 
eſpecially conſidering, that there is a third vail, and 
that is the vail of ſin on our part. This is a ſepe- 
rating vail betwixt God and us, Ifa. liv. 2. Your 
inqiuities have ſeperated betwixt you and your Cad. 
Now before we can win near unto God, this vail 
muſt be rent, the guilt of fin muſt be expatiated, 
for without ſhedding of blood there is no remiflion, 
the filth of fin muſt be purged, for who ſhall af» 
cend to the hill of the Lord, and ſtand in his holy 
place, but he that hath clean hands and a pure. 
heart? The power of ſia muſt be broken, there is 
by nature in us alla power of ignorance, our minds 
are become a dungeon of darkneſs, and this ſuch 
a vail betwixt God and us, that, unleſs it be remov- 
ed, there is no hope of mercy : I hrefore ſays the 
propher, It is a people of no underſtanding, there- 
fore be that made them, will not have mercy on them. 
There is in us a power of enmity, e carnal mind 
is emnit; againft God, &c. We are enemies to God 
by vicked woks; this is another vail that muſt be 
rent by an arm of Almighty power, for it is a vail 
and a curtain that the devil hath ſtrongly wrought 
like a web with the warp aud waft of pride, carnali- 
ty,ſecurity, wordlineſsand all other wickedneſswhat- 
ſoever, which are but ſo many threads and pieces of 
this web, this vail of emnity. There is a power of 
unbelief, that is another: vail, that on our part 
ſtands betwixt us and the holy place, and ſepexates 
us from divine favour : He that believeth not is 

condemned already corn: 
The Second thing. How the death of Chriſt hath 
rent the vail, when he gave up the ghoſt, behold 
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the vail was rent. 1. By the death of Chriſt, the 
vail of a broken covenant was rent in twain, ſo as 
we might win to God thro? the vail of the law, 
for the law was fulfilled in every part of it, by his 
obedience to the death. Was the precept of the 
law a perfect obedience ? well, Chriſt by his obe- 
dience to the death, did magnify the law, and made 
it honourable, brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs 
his death was the finiſhing ſtroke, the higheſt act 
of that obedience whereby the law was fulfilled, 
Was the promiſe of life in the law, or firſt cove- 
nant forfeited by us? well, Chriſt rent this vail, b 

redeeming the forfeiter with the priceof his blood, 
he bought back the inheritance for us that we had 
loſt, making a purchaſe of us, and of eternal ſal- 
vation for. us. Was the penalty of death in the 
law ſtanding allo in the way? well, Chriſt comes 
in the ſinners room, endures this penalty, by com- 
ing under the curſe of the Jaw, becoming ebedi- 
ent to the death, enduring the wrath of God, and 
delivering us from the wrath to come: and ſo be- 
hold, the vail of a broken covenant was rent, 2. 
By the death of Chriit, the vail of God's mjured 
attributes, that ſtood betwixt God and us, was rent 
and removed. Chriſt tath ſov1sfied the juſtice of 
God by offerering himſelf a ſacrifice, Eph. v. 2. 
This offering being through the eternal Spirit, it 
was of infinite worth and value, here the altar 
ſanQifed the gift, the altar was the Godhead of 
Chriſt, the offering was made upon the altar of the 
divine nature. and therefore this blood of Chriſt is 
called the blood of God. This facrifice was of in- 
ſinite worth and value, for doing the buſineſs of 
poor man, in atoniny juſtice, and ſo rending the 
vail.-But now, as Chriſt hath ſatisfied the juſtice 


of God, by enduring the penalty and thretaning 
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1 
of the law, ſo he hath vindicated the holineſs of 
God by fulfilling the precept and command of the 
law, which he not only did through the whole 
courſe of his life, but perfectly finiſhed in his 
death. Nowif Chriſt hath fulfilled the law, ſatisfied 
the juſtice, and vindicated the holineſs of God by 
his obedience to the death, then we may ſee and 
fay, Behold the vail was rent, But, 3. There is 
the vail of ſin on our part, how is this rent by the 
death of Chriſt : why, the Lamb was ſacrificed to 
rend and remove this vail, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fin of the world By his death 
the guilt of (in is expiated, for God ſet him forth 
te be a propitiation through faith in his b. 90, to 
declare his righteouſnes for the remiſſion of ſins, &c. 
By his death the filth of fin is purged, for the blood 
of Chriſt -teanſeth from all fin, and that both me- 
rito:,ouſly, and efficaciouſly ; for by his death the 
power of fin is broken fundamentally, ſeeing by 
his death he purchaſed the Spirit, which in due 
time ue out, and hereby actually removes 
the vail on +: part, which he had done fundamen - 
tally and virtually cn the croſs By this purchaſe- 
ed Spirit he 1erds the vail of darkneſs. and ignor- 
ance; The God whe :,mmanded light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, ſhine inte the heart, &c, All the light 
cf nature, reaſon. education, and human literature 
cannot rend this vail, till the man receive the ſpi - 
rit of wiſdo nnd revelation in the knowledge of 
Chrit. By this purchaſt Spirit he rends the vail 
of emnity ſhed: ing abroad his love upon the heart; 
and indecc the view and apprehenfion of God's 
mighty love in Chriſt, can rend that mighty vail 
of emnity, for we love him whenever we ſee that 
he firſt loved us, 1 John iv. 16. When the foul 
ſzes the Cod, whole majzity be dreaded, is now a 
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God in Chriſt, reconciled to the ſoul through the 


ſacrafice that Chriſt offered up, then the foul is 
reconciled to God, and fo the vail of emnity rent 
in twain. By this purchaſed Spirit he rends alſo 
the vail of unbelief; for, as ke is a Spirit of light 


to remove the vail of darkntſs, and a ſpitit of love 


to remove the vail of emnity, ſo he comes into the 
heart as a Spirit of faith, and removes the vail of 

unbelief; he begins this rent in a work of humida- 

tion, when he rends the heart in twain with a ſenſe 
of ſin, and a ſight of its undone ſtate, when he 
makes the ſoul take with ſin, and juſtify the Lord, 
though he ſhould damn him for his fn, he makes 
the rent of the vail wider by gracious manifeſta- 
tion, like that, John ii pr. He manifefted forth 
his glory, and bis diſciples helie ved on him, Thus 
he rends the vail of unbelief, and completes the 
rent of the vail when faith is turned into viſion, 
Thus you ſee how by his death the vail was rent. 
The Third thizg. In what manner was the vail 


ren“? All I can fay on this head, ſhall be an allue 


ſion ſhortly to cke rending of the vail of the temple 


here, which we lee, was in a wonderful manner 


uſhered in with a Behold. 1. Bebel it was rent, 


not only drawn afide, but ns, The curtain was 
not only drawn aſide, but, torn to pieces, as if God 


had. been angry at the vail of partition betwixt him 
and us. God's heart was ſet ugon a reconciliation 
betwixt him and us, and therefore his hand rives 
the curtain that was hanging betwixt him and us, 
gave it ſuch a rent, as it might never be whole a- 
gain: all the devils in hell rannot ſew up the rent, 
fo as to diſappoint God's deſign of bringing his 
people, into union and communion with -him. 2. 


Behold the vail ot che temple was net only ren, 


Py 
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but rent in twain, a full and complete rent, ſnew- 
ing that Chriſt by his death, would not be a half 
Saviour, but a complete Saviour, and the author 
of all and complete ſalvation, raking entirely out 
of the way whatever ſeperated betwixt God and us 
not leaving ſo much as a flitch cf the curtain to 
hold the two ſides of the vail together; no, the 


ail wes rent in twain* And not only ſo, but, 3. 


Be, ld the viil was ren from the top to the bot- 
tom, the vail was.rent from the top, the higheſt 
thing that ſeperated betwixt God and us was ren 

in twain; we could never have reached to the top 
of the vail, yea, the hands and arms of all the 
men on earth, and angels in heaven, were too 
ſhort to reach to the top of the infinite juſtice and 
holineſs of God, that interpoſed betwixt him and 
us: The top of the vail, this wall of partition was 
higher than heaven, what could we or any other 
creature do for rending it from the top?but Chriſt 
put up his hand, as it were, to the top of the vail, 
and rent it from the top. The rent begins at the 
top, but it does not ſtop here: For, 4. The vail 
is allo rent to the bottom, the bottom of this vail 
that did ſeperate betwixt God and us, did reach 
as deep as the bottom of hell; who could deſcend 
to hell for us to rend the vail to the bottom ? Ac- 
cording to the lamentatien of one Joannes Seneca 
upon his death bed; We have here, faith he, ſome 
that will go to the choir for us, ſome that will play 


Jar us, ſome that will maſs for us, ſome that will 


prayforus ; butwhere isthere one thatwill go to hell 
ar us? But, O happy believer, Chriſt is one that 
hath gone down to hell for you, that he might 

nch all the flames of hell with his blood, and 
conquer all the powers of kell that were in the 
way betwixt you and heaven. He deſcended to 


(is 

hell in a manner that he might rend the bottom 
of the vail But there is more here, he not only 
rends the vail at the top and at the bottom, Bur, 
5. From the top to the bottom all is rent, both 
the top and the bottom, and that is betwixt' the 
top and the hottom. all the impediments betwixt 
heaven and hell are removed. Though heaven be 
purchaſed, and hell vanquiſhed, yet there might 
be ſomething in the earth, ſomething in the world 
berwixt heaven and hell that might obſtruct the 
paſſage to the Holieſt 3 ay, but the rent is from 
the top to the bottom, all that comes betwixt the 
top and the bottom is rent as well as the ends; 
fo. that there is acceſs from the loweſt part of mi- 
ſery, to the higheſt happineſs; a long rent, in a 
manner, from the top of heaven to the bottom of 
hell We fell as low as hell by fin, but Chriſt 
by his death bath made an open way from hell to 
heaven, for behold the vail was rent in twain from 
the top to the botiom 

"The Fourth thing, For what end was the _ 
rent? I ſhall tell you-only theſe two ends of it. 1. 
That Chriſt might enter into the holieſt as our 
high prieſt for us. 2. 1 hat we 1 enter in alſo 
after him and through him. 1. I ſay, the vail of 
t e t:mple was rent; that Chriſt, our glorious high 
prieſt, might enter into the Hott of Holies, in our 
name. I told you, that the vail of the temple was 
that which parted betwixt the holy place and the 
meft holy, and which kept off people for drawing 
near to the mo holy place. I he vail was for con- 
cealment, and none might enter within the vail 
but the high prieſt, and he was not to enter with- 
out blood, the blood of the ſacrifice along with 
him, as you ſee, Heb. I» 3, 7. Now, the moſt: 

2 | 
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| boly place was a type of heaven, ſo our Lord Jeſus 
Chrib having ſhed his own blood, entered with- 
in the vail into heaven, the true Holy of Holes, 


carrying.in with him the blood of his own ſacri- 
fice, Heb. ix. 11. Net by the blaod of goats and 
calves, but bis own blood, he entered in once in-9 
the holy place. Not that Chriſt did carry into hea- 


ven his on ſubſtantial blood in his hand, we are 


not to unde iſtand it ſo carnally, but that in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe and virtually he did ſo. Under the 
law, the day of atonement was upon that day 


when the high prieſt went into the Ho'y of Holieg, 


Lev. xvi.. 30. On that day the people were par- 


doned all their fins, and cleanſed from all their 


tranſgreſſions, when the high prieſt had been with» 
in the vail of the Holy of Holies, then was this at- 
onement actually made: Though the blood was 
ſhed w.thout the camp, yet the atonement was not 
made till it was broug t into the holy place, Lev. 
xvi 14, 15 What did thiꝶtypify, but that our 
atonement was perfectly news upon Chriſt's go- 
ing into the Holy of Heolies, namely heaven? See 
Heb." ix, 24. For Chriſt is not entered into the 
holy pl ce made with hands, which are the figures 


. of the true, but inte heaven it/elf, now to appear 


in the preſence of God icr us. Perhaps you have 
thought hither to thai the work of out redemption 
was perfected on the ciols, lo as there was no 


mote tothe done; but know, it was not enough 


for the ſacrifice to be killed without the camp, 
bat the. blood mult be carried inte the Hoy Ho- 
lies, all was not done till that was done. Indeed 
when Chriſt died the ſacrifice was ſlain, the blood 
was ſhed, there was no more ſacrifice to ſucceed, 
all was ſiniſhed in that reſpect : but yet all was 


not done until the trus vail being rent as well as. 


* * 
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"the typical, the blood of Chriſt was carried into 
the holy place within the vail, that is, into heav- 
en. Though Chriſt did no t perſonally afcend, 28 


"I ſaid in the explication, to heaven, till above 
forty days after, yet he immediately acquired a 
tight to enter, and had a virtual admiſſion; ſo that 
bis enterance began in his death, and when he 


aſcended into heaven he completed and perfected 
that in his perſon, in me true Hol, of Ho/tes, hens" 
ven itſell, which the high paieſt did typicly in 
the figurative Hey _ Holes, which was of old- 
under the law in the earth, and there hath Chriſt, 
in the power and virtue of his blood, made atone- 
ment: and, as the high prieſt under the law, he 
carried in with him all the names of all the tribes 
of Iſrael on his breaſt, and by the power-of this 


blood of the ſacrifice made a full atonenient. But 
then, 2. Another end of rending of the vail was, 
not only that he might make away with himſelf as 
our prieſt into the-moſt holy place, but that he 


might make a way for us in him. that we might 


enter in alſo, and have acceſs to God through 


him, acceſs to heaven through him. Sce there» 


fore how the believer is ſaid to follow in after 
- Chriſt into- the holieſt within the vail, Heb. vi. 


19, 20. They are ſaid to flee for refuge to the hope 
ſet before them, which hape we have as an anchor 


-of the ſoul, beth ſure and ſtedfaſt, entering into that 


within the vail, whither the Forerunner is for us 


entered, even Fefus, made an high prieſt for ever 
N the order of Melchiſedeck, Heb. x. 19, 20. 


e have botane/s toenter into the bolieft by the blood © 


- of Fefus, by a neu and living way, which he hath 
conſerated for us through the vail, that is to ſay his 
Reb. Where our way to heaven, or te the holi- 
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: eh, is ſaid to be through the blood of Chriſt, Org 
which is all one, through his fleſh offered as a 
| Propitiatory ſacrifice, by which, as the rent vail, 
we have boldneis to enter. Now, this euterance 
into the nolicft, or acceis to God that we have in 
Chriſt, is twofold, either inchohative here, or con= -—- 
ſummative hercafter,, 1. The 1 an initial, in- | 
|. _ chohative, or begun enterance that we have into 
the holieft in time. In the moſt holy place was 
the golden alter, and ſymbols of Gods preſence 
and glorious majeſty, and acceſs thereto was typi- 
cal of our acceſs to God and heaven; Which acceſs 
|, we have now with boldneſs. even in time, through 
the rent vail by which our high prieſt hath enter- 


W. 
4 
of 
, : 


cd into the holy place. Heb. iv. laſt verſe, Seeing 4 
i - then that we have a great high prieft that is paſſe 's 
| . #nto the heavens, Feſus the Son of God, let us there- 1 


HFore come boldly to the throne of grace. And lo it 
is inferred. from the fame deEtrine, Heb x 22. 3 
Let us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſu- " 
rance of ſaith. - Queſt, What is that nearneſs to N 
God and acceſs to him, that a man hath in time, 
when he is brought within the vail? Anſw. In-a | 
word, it lies not only in the firſt application of q - 
grace, and change of the man's eſtate, when in $ 
+ Chriſt Jeſus, he that is afar off is made nigh Y-: 


by the blood of Chriſt: for whenever the virtue * 
of that blood comes upon us by the Spirit of Chriſt 1 
God comes near to us, and we are brought neat þ 

to God; but there is ſtill more and more nearneſs ® 


enjoyed by his people: Exerciſed Chriſtians are - | 
able to give a diſtinct account of their having this 
'nearneſs at ſome times, and of their want of it at 1 4 
other times. He may be ſuſpected indeed for an 4 
hypocrite that hath no changes, iv. 19. For the 
true Chriſtian's {ky is never long clear and with- 


| (7.2 
* out clouds, change of Ro. CA and chrnge of way 
is ufnally found by travellers to heaven. Every, 
: believer indeed hath till the Spirit of Chriſt dwel- 
ling in him, if any man hath not the Spirit of Chriff 
hie is none of his; but there are ſome ſingular out- 
pourings of the Spirit promiſed and beſtowed, and 
well known by all-believers, and they are. preci- 
ous enjoyments This Spirit the worlu cannot re- 
caive. becar;ſe it ſees him not, neither knows ' him, 
ſays Chriſt, hut you know him, ſor he dwel(s in you 
and ſhall be in you, John xiv 17. This acceſs to 
God within the vail, is ſometimes experienced in 
in prayer, yea, moſt frequently in that exerciſe is 
the light of God', countenance liſted up. and the 
+ foul made to ſay, I love the Lord becauſe he hath 
Heard the voice of my /upplication. Do not not ye 
- - believers, know this, that ſometimes you have been 
ſo troubled that you could not ſpeak ? Pfal. Ixxvii. 
4. That your hearts have been ſo bound and ſtrait» 
ned, that you could do nothing before the Lord, 
ſit dumb and oppreſſed, all dark above, all dead 
within, and doors ſhut upon yon? but behold, 
you have quickly found the two leaved gates 
; - Caſt open to you, your hearts enlarged, and mouths 
| wide opened in aſking, the windows of heaven 
open, and the banks of the river of life broken 
+ | down, and the ſtreams guſhing in upon yon, like 
that in the xliv. of Iſaiah, 3 verſe, TIl pour was 
\ ter upen him that is thirſty, and floods upon the dry 
+. ground. Alſo this .acceſs to God withing the 
. Vail, is ſometimes experienced in ſweet commu- 
nion and fellowlhip with God. Truly our fellow- 
ip is with theFather,and with theSon Feſus Chriſt, 
4 e communion with God is a myſtery ſweet in- 
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deed to them that have it, and ſurpaſſing all the 
delights of ſenſe. and reaſon, but to them that 


y 


| 
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"Fave it not, it is incredible and unintelligible, 2 


ſtranger intermeddles not with this joy Ye that 
know not what it is, although the word be full of 
ſuitable and ſavoury exprefiions of it, yet it is a 
riddle and dark parable to you, it is only taſting 
of it that can declare its trahſeenc dend fweetnels. 
Ota, e and ſee that God is geo! You that know 
what it is, although you cannot expreſs it, yet you 


teliſh and underſtand ſome ſound words about it, 
It may be, you feel ſometimes at a communion 


table, ſometimes in a barn or byre, ſometimes in 
the fields, or under a buſh, as Nathaniel did un- 
der the fig tree * but what you felt, you cannot 
make the world-underſtand, only when the Lord 
dy<Cts the the miniſter to ſpeak ſomewhat ſuitably 
to it, then you are ready to think, O it is juſt like 


the thing I felt ſuch a time and ſuch a place; that 


which the miniſter is ſaying from God's word, hath 
a ſweet ſound of chat -which I got yonder, when 
none in all the world heard me or ſaw me: But 
(Nathaniel)wher thou waſt under the fig tree 1 ſaw 
thee, ſays Chriſt. I heard you groaning to me, I 
law you wreſtling with me. I put your tears in 
my bottle, and-poured in my comforts into your 


foul O, knew you what it is to be brought near 


to him, ad to have the clouds and vails that are 
on your hearts, or on your faces, ſcattered, and 
the light of his countenance hited up upon you? 
have you not been ſometimes on the mount, ſo as 
to think, O how good it is to be here ! have you not 


known what the warm and healing beams of the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs upon you are? have you not 


taſted that iu his company that hath made all zhe 


wells ef worldly comfort like puddle water, loth- 


ſome and unſavoury to you; yea, that hath made 
vou groan in this . tabernacle, and long to be at 


0 


. 2 


that complete and uninterrupted communion above 
whereof all you taſted on earth is but a ſmall ear- 


neſt? However, the vail was rent, that ye might 


enter within the vail into the holieſt, to a begun 


heaven, even in time. Grace being the ſawe _ 


_ Cifically with Glory, there is but a gradual differ- 


ence, and therefore the believer, even on earth, 
is ſaid to be come to mount Zion, the city of the li. 


. ving God, tha heavediy Jeruſalem, o innumberable 


company of angels, ta the Gener+l aſſembly and 
church of the firſt- bern hat are written in heavens 
to God tht judge of all, and to the lpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, Heb. xii 22, 23 Why, when 
does the belicyer come to all this Even when he 
comes by faith to 7eſus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, then he 
is come to heaven itielf, the true Holy of Ho- 
lies inchoatively, or by a begun entrance. But, 2. 


There is a conſummative enterance into the holt- 


eſt, that the believer ſhall have, as a fruit of the 
rending of the vail, and that is when he comes 
to heaven above, to the higher houſe, whither the 
Forerunner is for us entered, having rent the vail 
which was: rent, that we might have acceſs to Gad 
in glory,as well as in grace, and then the believ- 
er will not be half in, as it were, but completely 
within the va |; for then will his communion with 
God be compleated, then his knov ledge of God, 

his love to God, his delight in God, his viſion of 
God's glory, his conformity to God's image, will 
all becomplete ſirthat which tis in part ſhalllbecone 
away, and t & which is perfect ſhall come, 1 Cor. 


Xii. 10. OQ what a ſweet exchange will that be, 


when faith will ſay to viſion, I give place to you; 
when hope will ſay to frutition, I give place to you; 
When grace will ſay to glory I give place to you. 


"> 


(82:3 
when partial communion will ſay to perfection, I 
give place to you; when ſhort paſling blinks will 
fay to uninterrupted everlaſting joys, I give place 
to you ? Little wonder then, believers long to be 
wholly within the vail, (but I infiſt not on it for 
then indeed he fully enters into the holieſt by the 
blood of Jeſus. Thus you ſee the two great ends 
for which the vail was rent, namely, that way might 


be made for Chriſt's entering in to theHolyof Ho- 


lies, and ſo for out nteringinthro him, andatfer him 

Fifth Thing, viz. the Application. Is it ſo, that 
Chriſt hath by his death rent the vail that inter po- 
ſed betwixt God end us, and obſtructed our acceſs 
to him? Then, 1. For information, hence we 
may ſee, 1. What a full feaſt of love we have to. 
feed upon on a commugion day, namely, the love 
of Chriſt, not only in dying, but in rending the 
vail. that he might enter into the holieſt for us. 
The apoſtle fays, that Chriſt loved us, and how 


does he prove it; Eph. v. 2. He g-ve himſelf an 


offering an! a ſacriſice to Cod ſor a. fweet ſmelling 


favour, this ſavoury and ſweet ſmelling facrifice,. 


was the Mering of incenſe and where was the in- 
cenſe offered under the law? why ? it was offer · 
ed within the vail God tells Moſes, that Aaron 
ſhould take his handful of ſweet incenſe braten 
fmall, and-bring it within the vail, Lev. xvi. 12. 
Now Chriſt having given himſelf up an offering 
and: facrifice to God without the camp in this 
world, he rends the vail, and goes to heaven.. and 
offers himſelf as incenſe within the vail Perhaps 
you have ſeen and thought upon the love of Chi iſt 
in his dying upon the croſs, in his making hime 
ſelt a ſacrifice, but, O ſee his love alſo in his in- 


cenſe within the vail. We ordinarily feed too 


ſparingly upon Chriſt, and therefore our faith is 


1 


%” 22 + 9 bk ad _ Mien we” 


LE EO þ OH . Le RR 


| 
mo O'g 0 


23 

weak, we eat for the moſt part but of one diſh, 
Chriſt as the paſchal lamb flain on the croſs ; but 
we ſhould learn to feed upon Chriſt as Prieft gone 
within thevail ; our faith ſhould not tarry on the 
croſs, but we ſhould carry it further, even after 
Chriſt, within the vail, into heaven itſelf. Our 
faith ſhould flee for refuge, to lay hold upon all 
the hope that is ſet before us, the anchor of our 
ſoul will not be ſure and ſteadfaſt, as it might bey 
except it enter within the vail, Heb. vi. 19. As 
the apoſtle ſpeaks of patience, let it have its per- 
Jef work, fo we may ſay of faith, let it have its 
perfect work; let us follow Chriſt within the vail, 
and view him, not only. ſhedding his blood, but 
entering into the Holy of Holies within the vail, 
and ſprinkling his bload upon the mercy ſeat, and 
before it, xvi 15. The prieſts under the law ſprin- 
kled the mercy ſeat which was within the vail, all 
over; and when Chriſt went into heaven within 
the vail, he did in that ſubſtance, which the prieſts 


did in cerimony, in order to make full atonement : 


and when faith- is acted upon all this, then the 
believer is ſaid to come to the blood of ſprinkling, 
and we act not our faith far enough, when we act 
it no further than thedeath ofChriſt;for theatone- 
ment was nct aCtually perfeCted, though it was 
made ſundamentally on the croſs, yet not formally 
till upon the tending of'the vail, our High Prieſt 
entered into the holy place, and ſprinkled the me- 
cy ſeat with his blood, by which act mercy and 
Juſtice are actually met, and kiſs each other. 2. 
If the vail of the temple be rent, hence we may 
ſee the glory of the New Teſtament diſpenſation, 
beyond that of the Old; the vail of the covering 
is rent, the darkneſs of that diſpenfation is remov= 
ed by the death of Chriſt, and Old-Teſtament 


| 24 
myſteries unvailed, ſo that now, he that runs may 
read the meaning of them Now we ſee clearly, 


that the mercy ſeat ſigniſied Chriſt the great pro- 


pitiation; the pot of manna ſigniſied Chriſt the 
bread of life: Now we all with open face behold 
the glory of the Lord, as in a glais, which helps 
the fight as the vail hindered it; and that the vail 
of the jemple was rent, it may give us ground fur- 
ther to expect, that the vail ſhall be taken away 
from the hearts of the Jews, for even to this day, 


when Moſes is reatl, the vail is upon their hearts, 
nevertheleſs, when it ſhll turn to the Lord, the 
veil ſhall be taten away, 2 Cor. iii 15. 3. If by 


the death of Chriſt the the vail be rent, that inter- 
poſes betwixt God and us, hence we may ſee what 
is the way to heaven, and what acceſs we have 


this way; why, He have boldne/s to come to the 
halie/t by the blood of Feſus, by the new and living 
way, that he hath conſecrated through the vail. 


We may come boldly to the throne of grace, for 
the vail is rent, by the blood of Jeſus the way is 
open. How ſhall the unhoheit of ſraners ven ure 


into the holieft of of all, or to God's preſence ? 


yea, ſaith the holy Ghoſt, by the blood of Feſur, by 


the rent vail. There are many wiſtakes ab ut the 


way to'the holy place; it is a dreadful thing to 
think, that many who have heard the golpel it 
may be) ten, twenty, rhi-ty years, if they be aſked 
of the way to heaven why if we do jnftly, live 
honeſtly aud civilly, and do as we would be dove 


to, we ſhall ſurely be ſaved. But I rel you, you 


ſhall ſurely be damned, if no more be done. O 
ſad, that after all the light that hath ſhined about 
the way of {vation by the fl'n Son of God, that 
civility that is to be found among heathens, is #11 


the title that a great many have to eternal hte, 
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Others, they hope to win to heaven by a better 
righteouſneſs, bur it is a righteouſneſs of their own, 
they ſay they will do as well as they can, they muſt 
read anpray, and hear, and the like, and ſo they 
find out a way to heaven for themſelves; ſome can- 
not endure to hear any thing ſpoken againſt ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, as if no body were in danger to be 
ruined by it, whereas this is a great part of the 
ſtrong man's armour. whereby he keeps poſſeſſion 
of fouls. I tell you firs, your falſe righteouſneſs 
is ſo far from being the way to heaven, that true 
holineſs itſelf, is but the buſineſs that people have 
to do who are in the way; there will never be a» 
nother-way to heaven but Chriſt; holineſs is the 
walk, Chriſt is the way in which we walk, Col. ii. 
6. As ye have received Chrift Jeſus the Lerd, ſo 


wall ye in him Tam the way, no man comes to 


the Father, but by me : this is the new and living 
way conſecrated through the the vail. The vail 
of the temple is rent, ud the we to the holieſt 
lies through the rent vail. Every body thinks, that 
it is very hard to get to heaven, and that it will 
colt a great deal of time, aud pains, and ſtruggling; 
but, ſays one. heie is the miſcheif of it, people do 
not know, that it is hard to know the way to hea» 
ven, and that ficſh and blood cannot reveal it, till 
God himſelt ſend in a beam of light upon the heart, 
and give the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation in che 
knowledge of Chriſt who is the way, having by his 
death rent the vail. O this way is little known, 
end yet we let you to wit, that there is free acceſs 


for you all this way, and nothing to hinder your 


acceſs to God and heaven this way, if it be not 
your own ignorant unbelieving heart, nothing to 
hinder your entering into the holieſt, for the vail 
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is rent, the law is fulfilled, juſtice is ſatished, 
holineſs vindicated, fin is expatiated. Will you 
go to heaven this way, man, woman? for the door 
is open for you, the vail is rent for you, Mto you 
is the word of this ſalvation ſent,” to you, man, 


woman, laſs, lad, whoſoever hears me, to you is 


the way to the holieſt made patent, and 4 whoſo- 
© ever will, let him come and enter in, and him 
that cometh he will in no wiſe caſt out.“ What 
in all the world is to hinder you from coming in ? 
the law, however holy, needs not hinder you, here 
is a ſatisfaction; your fins, however great, need 
not hinder you, here is a ſacrifice ; all theſe vails 
are rent, what ſhould hinder ? are there any other 
vails to be rent? O, ſay you, the vail of darkneſs, 
Ignorance, enmity and unbelief that is upon my 
heart. Well, let me tell you, that needs not hin- 
der you either to come to Chtiſt, and employ him 
to rend theſe vails on your part, that is but little 
for him to do, who could rend ſuch great vails 
as were on God's part. O he is good at rending 
vails, give him work. and the work is done. Did 
be not rend a greater vail, when he ſatisfied infi- 
nite juſtice, and ſtopt up the flood: gates of divine 
wrath ? and if he hath done the greater, O will 
you not employ him to do the leſs ? why, ſay you, 
if I knew that he rent that great vail for me, I 


would not fear but he would rend the leſſer; why, 


man, the vail was rent for finners, and why not 
for you; Chriſt came lo ſave ſinners. But ſay you, 
all ſhall not be ſaved and brought within the vail, 
aud perhaps not I. I anſwer, fome ſhall be ſaved, 
and why not you? wherefore are not all that hear 
this goſpel faved, but becauſe they will not give 
employment to Chriſt to ſave them? through un- 
J*lief they think he meant no favour towares them, 


(47 
when he-rent the vail, and ſo ſtand aback from him, 
faying, it was not for me; but I declare in his name, 
it was for you, man; for you, woman; whoever 
will have the benefit of it, The goſpel notifies in 
general, that the vail is rent for you all, ſo far as 
God calls and commands you all to come in to the 
'  holieſt by this way, this new and living way con- 
| feerated through the vail; and if you do not, you 
mall be damned for the neglect of it. But as for 
Four particular perſonal knowledge of your actual 
intereſt in the benefit cf this rent vail, it is impoſ- 
fible'for you to have it, till you come to Chrilt 
and ſue for it, therefore let nothing hinder you to 
enter, ſince the vail 1s rent, and the way patent ; 
' you have nothing to do yourſelf, for you cannot 
rend anyvail; all that you have to do, is to con- 
ſent that Chriſt ſhould rend all vails betwixt God 
and you, for he will be a complete Saviour, he 
will not leave a rag of the vail for you to rend, but 
with his own hand will rend all in twain from the 
top to the bottom, O ſay Amen to it, that he may 
get all the work and, all the praiſe: a 

Uſe ſecond for Examination. Try what intereſt 
you have in this priviledge, if the vai} be actually 
rent from the top to the bottom, With :-ſpeCt. te 
you, try whether or not you have gone within the 
rent vail of the temple, to the Holy of Holies. 
9 The vail was rent fundamentally, when Chriſt 
| gave up the ghoſt, it was rent formally, when he 
entered into the holieſt. The vail is rent objecti- 
/ vely, in the preaching of this goſpel, and now the 
queſtion is, if the vail be rent ſubjeQively, and ſo 
as you have the actual ſaving benefit of it in your 
own perſon. Its not enough that the vail is rent 

doctrinally for you, 9 you have liberty to go 
8 e 2 e 
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into the holy place, but whether is the vail rent 
effectually to you, and in you, ſo as you have ſtept 
into the holieſt by the tent vail. And, 


If you be a believer indeed, to whom the vail 


is ſavingly rent, then you have got a humbling 
fight and ſenſe of the vail that interpoſed betwixt 
God and you, and have ſeen yourſelf to be with- 
out the vail. Did you ever fee ſuch a vail of wrath 
on God's part, and ſuch a vail of guilt on your 


part? ſuch a vail of a broken law, incenſed juſtice, - 


and injured ho ineſs, on the-one hand; and ſuch 
a vail of lin, darkneſs, unbelief and emnity on the 
the other hand, as hath made you to diſpair that 
ever the vail would. he rent by you, or any crea- 
ture-m heaven or earth, and made you to ſee your- 
ſelt loſt and undone, crying out, Men and brethren 
what ſhall I ds to be ſaved? did. you never ſee yuur 
fad (tate, as having a black vail ſtanding betwixt 


| God and you? folks exerciſe about religion is ſuſ- 


picious, ii they never: faw the vail. . Some will 
fay, O I have ſeen many ils about me, and | have 
an ill heart, and an ill frame of heart? but I aſk, 
man, did you never fee yourſelf to be in an ill ſtate 
of ſeperation from God, by reaſon of the vail t hat 
was betwixt him and you ? the effectual rending 
of the vail begins here, namely, at a humbling 
fight of the ſeperating vail, the man ſees bimſelf 
without the vail, and fo within the flood mark 2f 
God's wrath- pet fi-ads's 

2: If the vail be effeQuually rent in you, then 
you have ſeen the glory of him that rent the vail, 
and the glory of God through the rent vail, fome- 
thing of the glory of God in Chriſt + The apoltle 
tells us, Hieb x. 19; 20. That Chr iſt's fleſh, that 


is, his human nature, is the vail for us to enter by 


to the Holy of Holies, that- is, heaven or God's 
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preſence, Gad's face; fo that in this fleſh or hue 
man nature ef Chriſt, we may ſee-the very face, 
the very brightneſs of the glory of God as ina 


mirror. Now, if the vail be tent in you, and 
the feze of the covering removed, theu .you have 


ſeen the glory of God in Chriſt, you have-ſeen 


God's law fulfilled by him, God's juſtice ſatisfies 
in him, God's kolineſs vindicated by him, and ſo 
God's righteouſneſs declared in the way of ſaving 


ſinners thraugh him, as the prepitiation in his 


blood. Have you ſeen his glory as the only way 


-to heaven, as God's way to you, and your way ta 


God, as the render of the vail on God's part, aud 


on yours, the glory of his death in che value and 
and virtue of it; in the value of it, for rending 


of the vails thathindered God's acceſs to you; and 
in the virtue of it, for rending of the vail wichin 
you that hindered your acceſs to God? have you 


felt ſomething of this victue in rending the vail of 


darkneſs and ignorance that was upon your under— 
ſtanding, and ſhiaing in upon you with the light 
of life? the eſſectual rending of the vail makes a 
man ſee ſome glory that is within the vail, have 
you ſeen God's glory then through the tent vail, 
and that God's glorious attributes are all clorified 
to the higheſt in this way ? 
3. It the vail be effectually rent, t then you have. 


-cail the anchor of your hape u ithin the vail, Heb. 


vi. 18, 19, After your ſoul, like a weary veſſel 
toſſed upon the waves of couviction, tears, tertors, 
could find no reſt, God hath brought you at laſt 
into this haven of reſt, to caſt anchor within the 
vail, you have fled for refuge to the hope ſei b efore 
you, which hope you hive as an anchor, ſure and 


- fledfafty, entering ints that within the vail, whither 
14 et de hath entered. Whither have you 
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' -FHed for refuge, when the law and juſtice of God 
was purſuing you for your debt, when they were 
ready to condemn you to hell priſons? was you 
then made to fles for refuge to the Surety-that 
God ſet before you for paying of your debt, and 


toſay, Lord, take bail of they own ſon ſor me, I 


_ .cefpair of ever anſwering ſuch a terrible charge of 


Juſtice and the law hath againſt. me; but O look 
for a diſcharge in the blood and - righteouſneſs of 
Tefus, and let that. anſwer the charge. When 


Chriſt entered the holieſt with his blood within 


the vail, he ſprinkled the mercy ſeat, and when 


the ſoul takes hold of this blood and righteouſneſs 
of Chrrſt, as the ground of his accquittance from 


the charge of juſtice, he caſts anchor . within the 
Vail. | 


vail, and went into the holieſt for you. O car, 


Fou ſay with Paul, He hoves me and gave himſelf 
| for me? or, can you ſay with Peter, Thou that 

knoweſt ali things, knoweft that I love thee! ſurely, 
they that love him not, know nothing yet ſaving- 


ly about the rending of the vail. It may be ſo me 


love, and dare not ſo confidently ſay it as Peter 


did : but if you can ſay amen to two texts of ſcrip- 
ture, we may warrant you that yon love him in- 


deed. The one is a ſad text, f any man love not 


Zhe Lorp Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anath:ma mara- 
.natha, x Cor xvi. 22 The true love of Chriſt 


Can ſay, Amen, let them even be curſed that do 


not love him, and ſhall not love him. They that 
can ſay Amen to that now, they ſhall fir at Chriſt's 
Tight hand at the grezt day, and ſay, Amen to the 
ſentence of the great Judge, Depart from me ye 


\ 
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4. If the vail be effeQually rent for you, then 
'  ;Turely. you cannot but have a ſupperlative for. that 
. glorious high prieſt, who by his death rent che 
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Lamb that was ſlain to receive power” and richet, 
and wiſdom, and ftrength,. and honour and glory, 


and blaſing. Rev. v. 11. The true lover of Chriſt 
can ſay, amen, worthy, worthy, worthy is the 
Lamb to receive all the praiſes of all the redeem - 
ed to all eternity. They that can ſer the Amen of 
faith to this now, they have begun to join withtbhe 
triumphant company already within the vail, and 
they ſhall join with them for ever hereafter, ſaying. 
| Salvation to our Cod that ſits upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb fer ever and ever. Indeed; if you 


love Chriſt at all, you love him with a fopperlative 


love, above huſband, wife, children, lands, houſes, 
goods, and worldly - comforts. You do not love 
him at all, if you do not love him above all, and 


if you love him at all, the vail is rent, and you 
have got into the holieſt part, and if you will have 


patience, yet a little while and you ſhall win in 
fully. It is impoſſible that a man that ti. ly loves 
Criſt ſhould ever go to hell. Wi 


5. If the-vail be effectually rent, then all the 


vails on your part that continue to ſeperate betwixt 


God and you, are matter cf fad regret to you; the 


vail of indwelling fin and corruption, the vail of 
darkneſs and ignorance, the vail of remaining en- 


mity, the vail of-unbelief, theſe-vails ate all whole 
and entire in the unregenerate; and theugh in be- 
lievers theſe vails be tent, yet they are not remov- 


ed, regenerating grace hath given them a rent that 


ſhall never be ſewed up or healed again, but yet, 


alas ! they are remaining vails within the believec 
while here; though they be rent, yet they hang 
there, and many times ſadly ſeperate betwixt God 
and him, and hence he cries O wretched man, &o. 
O to be above corruption, O to be within the vail, 
that I may ſee him as he is, and be lite unto him. O 
when ſhall all vails be removed ? when Dull the 
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day break, and the ſhadows flee away.? O, when 


ſhall-th&;gurtain--be taken down? Chriſt ſtands 
behind the curtain, and does not manifeſt himſelf. 
Hath he been a vailed Chriſt at this communion, 
then-Lam ſure, believer, 1your heart will be ſaying. 
O:that. the curtain; were drawn, O'that the ail 
Je tent in tea thouſand pieces. 

If the vail be effectually rent, then your dent 
will be effectually rent alſo, when the vail is rent 


the heart is rent, and there is lo-nething that it is 


rent for. and ſomething it is rent from. , Some - 
thing it is rent for; it is rent for ſin. Indeed the 


ſight of the rent vail, or of God reconciled by the 


blood of Jeſus, willrend the heart for ſin more than 
all the chunders of Sinai, or flames of hell They 


{hall loc on him whom: they ha ue pierced and mourn. 
When a man reads his fins, as they are witten up- 


pon the croſs of Chriſt, with the red ink of his ün 
pardoning blood, O then he reads them over with 
tears of joy, and his heart is kindly rent for ſin, 
then he cries, Behold, I am vile. When the vail 


is rent, the heart is rent, not only for his on fins, 


but for the fins of others; Rivers tears run down 
mine eyes, becauſe of the wicked that break thy law. 
I beheld tranſgrefſors, and was grieved. They that 

can ſee God diſhonoured, and hear men-curſe and 
— and blaſpheme the. holy name of God, and 
yet nevet be troubled about it, furely the vail re- 
mains upon theit heart, other wiſe their heart would 
rend for the ſins of others; and of the generation; 
Set-aimarkiupon the forebead of them that figh, &c, 


Again, when the vail is rent, the heart is rent for 
the Lord's anger and abſence, nothing tears them | 
more than the Lord's anger O rebuke: me not in 
thy wrath neither chiſtiſe me in thy hot diſi lenſure. 


Nothing affects them more than the Lord's abſence, 


for theſe things they weep, Mine ehe, mint eye run 
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down with waters, A the comſorter that ſhould 
relieve my foul is far from me + O the little lamen- 
tation after an abſent God, an angry God at this day. 
Again, when the vail is rent, the heart is rent for 
the calamities of the church, Jer. ix. 1. O zhat 
my hea: were woters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the i in 

of the daughters of my people The mileries of he 
church, and the fins that bring them on, are heart» 
rending things to the people of God and partieulat- 
ly, their hearts are rent for the rent of the church, 
For the diuiſions of Ruben there was great thought 
ef. heart. For my own part. I am but a perſon of 
little experience of the world, and therefore | de- 
lire to be modeſt at this juncture, about the pereſent 
rent among us. It is plain enough that the anger 
of the Lord hath divided us, and rent us in twain, 
like the vail! of the temple, from the top to the bot. 
tom. God is angty becauſe we have ſinned. Surely 
jf we had been more valiant for the truth, and zeal- 
Jous for a covenant work of reformation when. we 
had fair opportunities for it, our rent had not come 
to ſuch a hight But yet, though J eannot juſtify 
the ignorant zeal ot many profeſſors, whoſe hearts 
are rent from mmiſters, and they know not for 
what, they can give no reaſonable account of their 
ſeperating cvuries, yet I hope their is a ſerious 
remnant, whoſe | hearts are, duly rent for the-rents 
of the church, and the finful cauſes thereof; and I 


| hope the Lord will help ſuch to be regular in the 
way of their diſſenting, from whatever they reckou 


upon ſolid grounds to be the.defection of the day 


is they live 1 in But that I may Not- de greſs too far, 


3 Iam telling you, that if the vail be effectualy rent 
vil you, then there is ſome things that jour heart 
| 3s tent for, namely, tor your own fins, the fans of 
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others, the ſins of the land, the fins of the church, 


the calamities of the church, the rents of the church. 
The Lord s anger with her, and abſence from her, 
may indeed make you weep when you remember 
Zion, and hang your harps upon the willow trees, 
while we are gone ſo far into captivity, that the 
glory is ſo far departed. In a word, 1f the vail be 
rent with you, your heart will be rent habitually for 
all theſe things, as alſo for all your heart-plagues. 
Your heart will be ſo rent for your atheiſm, igno- 
rance, emnity, carnahty, hypocriſy, rovings, wan- 
detings, wordlineſs, and ſuch like, that you will 
be ready to ſay as Rebecca faid to aac, in another 
caſe, I am weary of my life, becauſe of the 4 ugh- 
ters of Heth. 2: If the vail be effetnally rent, then, 
as there are ſome things that your heart will be rent 
for. Why, your heart will be rent from fin as well 
as rent for ſin; your heart wilt fay with Ephraim, 
Ilhat have I to do any more with idols? what have 
Ito do any more with luſts ? all that expect to win 
in to the Holy of Holies in the heavenly temple, 
are ſtydents of holineſs and purity * he that hath 
this hope purifieth himſelf even as he ĩs pure. Chriſt 
having rent tage vail, entered into the holieſt with 
Hood, and believers are daily to be ſprinkling them» 
felves with that b'ood alſo. Believers wants not 
fin, and it clezves to them here; but they are fo 
fal from cleaving to it, that it i> the deſire of their 
ſoul to be rent from it, and therefore their daily 


fins oblige them to make daily application e the , 


blood of ſprinkling. Again if the vail be effectualiy 
ren, then your heart will be rent from the world, 
O but pre app tat earth, and all the glory of it, 
looks but li 


ol God in Chriſt darkneſs all created glory. What 


e a filthy mote, a piece of dung, tothe 
man'who has got his heart within the vail, The glory | 
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3 
cares he for worldly . . who hath Chriſt for 
his delight ? what cares he for worldly profits, 
who hath Chriſt for his gain, what cares he for 
worldly honour, who hath Chriſt for his crown of 
glory? what cares he for the World's All, who hath 
Chriſt for his All in Al? His heart is rent from 
the world. Again, When the vail is rent the man's 
heart is rent from the law. Ve that is married 10 
Chrift is devorced from the law, Rom. vii. 4. The 
law asa Covenant of works, the beleiver has nothing 
He does not owe it a Cup of cold wa- 
ter, as one ſays, for Chriſt hath perfectly fulfilled 
the condition of the Covenant of works, and there- 
fore, if the Jaw challenge him, he ſends it to Chrift 
for a perfect obedience ; if the penalty challenge 
him, be ſends it to Chriſt for a complete ſatisfac- 
tion. He defires with Paul, to he found in Chriſt, 
and would not be found in his own righteouſneſs 
for ten thouſand worlds; he ſees ſo much unholi- 
neſs in all his own holineſs, ſo much unrighteouſ- 
neſs in all his own righteouſneſs, ſo much carnali- 
ty in all bis ſpirituality, ſo much earthlineſs in all 
his heavenlinefſs. ſo much fin in all his duties, that 
he is ſure that God may damn him for his belt du- 
ties as well as his worſt 6ns; and therefore he hath 
no expectation from the law, but is rent from it, 
and joined to the Lord Jeſus, ſaying, in the 
Lord only have 1 rigb eoiſneſ and flirength, In a 
word, when the wail i effeftually rent, the man 
is rent from ſelf ; it is very hard indeep te rend a 
man from h:mſelf, ſelf inſinuates itſelf into all our 
praying, preaching, and communicating, Howe- 
ver, the power of ſelf is broken in all true believers, 
Inſtead of ſelf eſtimation, þ he is brought to that, 
Beho'd I am wile, he hath never a good word to 
ſaeak of himſelf, nor a good thought to think of 


i 
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himſelf, but every time he prays, every time he 
- communicates,/ he cries out, Behold I am vile. 


Inſtead of ſelf juſtification, he is brought to that, 


T will lay my hand upsn my mouth, I will not anſwer, 
I cannot juſtify myſelf, but moſt condenin myſelf, 
and juſtify rhe Lord. Inſtead of ſelf- love, he is 
brought to that I ahr myſelf, and repent in duſt 
and aſbes Self loathin g and abhorrance takes place. 
Inſtead of ſelſ will, he is brought to that, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? Inſtead of ſelf. eaſe 
and carnal ſecurity, he is brought to that, O what 
ſhall 1 do to be ſaved? And after the exerciſe a- 
bout ſalvation hath landed in converſion, he is al- 
ways exerciſing himlelf to godlinefs, and gwin 
employment to Chriſt to carry on and complete his 
falvation, and reſtleſs till ſalvation be completed. 
Inſtead of ſelf fulneſs and ſufficiency, he is brought 
to that, In me, that is, in my fleſh, dwelleth no 
good thing, he ſees himſelf empty of all good, and 
filled with all evil. Inſtead of felf confidence 
and falſe hope, he is brought that, We had the 
ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not 
truſt in ourſelves, but in God, which 1aiſerth the 
dead. They are brought to diſpair in themſelves, 
and inſtead of ſelf righteouſneſs, of which before, 
they ace brought to that, All our righteouſneſs are 
as filthy raps, Thus m fo far as they ſhare of the 
ſaving benefit of the rent vai}, ſo far are they rent 
from ſelf y and thus, by theſe things you may ex- 
amine yourſelves, what intereſt, you have in this 
privilege, of Chriſt's e of the vail bet wixt 
God and you. 

Je Third For Terror to unbelievers, who, 
though they hear that + - vail is rent, and ſo a free 
acceſs to the Holy of tolies proclaimed, yet they 
are not at all concetned about entering in by this 


1 . | 
rent vail : T he door of heaven is open to yon, but 
vou will not come in, the vail of the temple is rent, 
ut you will not enter. O wretched creature, how 
will you anſwer that challenge, John v. 4@ You 
will not come unto me that ye might have life? 
you have no grace, no holineſs, no repentance, no 
good thing: but, ſays Chriſt, you will not come 
to me that you might have grace you will not come 
to me that yoy might have holineſs, you will not 
come to me that ye might hzve repentance, you 
you will not come to me that ye migbt Have all 
good things that you need. The vailiſ rent, the 
door is open, but you will not come in. O what 
will you do in the. day of viſitation, '&c, what will 
you do, when he that rent the vail ſhall rend your 
foul and body in twain, and ſay. O flighter of the 
Son of God, come and give account of waat uſe 
you have made of the ſabhaths, ſermons, and com- 
munion ſeaſons, that you enjoyed! perhaps you are 
little thinking on death, but what know you but 
God will fay to you, Thou fool, this night thy ſoul: 
Hall be required of thee ? I defy all the miniſters on 
earth to afſure you that you ſhall live to get another 
offer of Chriſt to morrow. Many here will not come 
again to morrow, and many here may never have 
another venture for heaven. O wbt will you do, 
when he th:+ rent the vail that you might have ac- 
ceſs to God, will rend theſe heavens, and come down 
to judgment? Behold, he comet with clouds, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him] with Mat countenance 
will you look him in the face in judgment when 
you'did.not care for aright of his face in mercythro* 
the rent: vail! O what a dreadful voice ill that be 
to you, when he vill ſay, Riſe ye dead, and come 
to judgment! riſe ye e of the goſpel, and 


of 
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give an account of yourſelves! do you know, that 
while you are negleCting the goſpel, and ſſighting 
the Spn of God, you are ſaying with the 4ews, his 
blood be upon us, and upon our children? the guilt 
of the blood of Chriſt is upon you aud upon the 
generation after you, that follow-your example; and 
O how terrible will it be, when he comes to make 
inquiſition for blood, for the blood of God which 
you trampled under foot! O how will you then 
with to be rent and grinded in pieces, when you 
ſhall-find all the curſes af the Bible lighting upon 
you! +O what will zou do, when he that rent the 
«vail, hall openly rend you from the company of 
God, ſaints and angels, and ſet you with the goats 
upon his left hand! when you ſhall ſee ſome of your 
.Acquaintances that are here, ſtanding on his 
Fight 3 how will you then think with yours 
ſelf, O What ailed me, that I did not conſent to the 
goſpel, as well as they ! you now join with them 
in the ſame congregation, but your heart is diſjoin- 
from them, you ſeperate from them in your choice, 
-your affections, your diſpoſition and converſation: 
but ere long, there ſhall be another kind of ſepera - 
tion. you that will not come in among them 
throngh the rent-vail now, there ſhall'be a vail 
hung up betwixt you and them, that ſhall never 
be tent, yea a vail betwixt you and he glory of 
God, for you ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deſtruction fram the preſence of the Lord, 
and from 1he glory of his powerz he that rent the 
vail in pieces, will* eternally tear you to pieces, 


when there ſhall be none to deliver. Now the 


vail is rent betwixt God and you, ſo as you may 

come to God's preſence with boldneſs, through 
the new andlivirg way that is conſecratęd through 
the vail, and you ſhall have God, and. Chrilt, and 
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faints, and angels, all welcoming you, for the 
Spirit and the bride ſay, come, and whoſoever will, 
let him come, for the vail is rent, but if once 
you go down the ſides of the bottomleſs Topeth, 
the vail that then ſhall be placed betwixt God” 
and you, will never, never, never be rent, ſo 
long as etefnity laſts. You will never hear again 
ſuch a ſweet word: and O what would you then 
give for ſuch a word. as that, BEholdy the vail is, 
rent, that you may come ta God's favour and fel- 
lowſhip, but no ſueh news ſhall be hard in hell 
7 new, only, nowy is the acepted time, now is the 
day of ſalvation, to-day, if you will hear his voice 
Harden not your hearts, but think of coming into- 
the Holy of Holies, while you hear the vail is- 
rent, and nothing to hinder you. 5 
De Fourth for Conſolation, to believerg, to whom: . 
| the vail is effectually regt in twain, that from the 
marks given, they may conclude they have made 
ſome enterance within the vail, by coming to a. 
God in Chriſt, and caſting their anchor within the 
vail. I have a word of comfort to ſay- to you, 
f though perhaps you ate ſtilt complaining-of many 
vails that ſeperate betwit God and you; yet a 
little while, and you ſhall have a triumphant en- 
terance miniſtered unto you, into the Holy of Ho- 
lies above; whither the Forerunner hath for us 
entered; for, Behold the vail of the temple was 
tent in twain, from the op to the bottom, there- 
fore vou mall come unto ion with ſongs and e- 
verlaſting joy upon your heads, you ſhall obtain 
joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee 
- away, and then all vails ſhall be removed for ever. 
I. will tell you, for your comfort, of a few vails 
. that then ſhalb be rent, 255 the trending of the vail:+ | 
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af the temple, promiſes the rending of all the vails: 


in a ſhort while. 1. Then, the vail of fin and 


corruption ſhall be rent in twain; all the rents, all 
the knocks that fin gets by the word, the rod, the 


Spirit never rends a body of death from you, but 


Nill you are groaning under a ſenſe of indwelling 
fin that ſeperates betwixt God and you, but then, 
O then, believer, this vail ſhall be rent in twain 


from the top to the bottom, and from the bottom 


to the gp, both root and branch fthall be rent and 
removed, for when he ſhall appear, you ſhall be 
like him, your conformity to him ſhall be eomplete 
you moſt go to heaven trailing a body of death af- 
ter you ; but whenever you come to the port of 
glory, there will be a joyful Fus for you ſhall 
take an everlaſting farewell of all your luſts and 


nevei meet again. Bleſſed be God, we ſhall ne- 
ver ſee your face again. 2. Then ſhall the vail 


of darkneſs and diſtance he rent in twain, for then 


darkneſs will will give way to light, glorious light, 


and diſtance will give way to preſence,” glorious. 


and everlaſting. preſence: / Now you ſay, I cannot 


ſee him, he is far away, but Chriſt ſays, Father, I. 


will that theſe whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold my glory: 


to be with me where l am, there is diſtance re- 


moved, to behold, my gory» there is darkneſs re- 
I 

avd flee away, never to return again, for the face 

of the covering ſhall be intirely removes, Iſa. xxv. 


7, 8 3. Then ſhall the vail of ordinances” be 


rent in twain; now the view we have of God's 


corruptiogs, then vou-will ſay, Farewell with all 
your heatts, and glory t God that we ſhall never. 


ſtance now create doubts 
and fears, but doubts and fears will then take wing 


glory is medlate, through the intervention of 
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"Faeeris avd crdinarices, any glimple we get of his 


1 3 for, new we fee tirough a glaſs dark - 
ele (hall he broken, and we ſha'l ſee him as he 


Fa no temple there, for the Lord God A. mighty 
and the Lamb are the temple uf it. And then thall 


not been told, when they hall ſee him face to fage 
and not his back parts, or the Airts of his gar- 
ments only. 4. The vail of ſcanty enjoyments 
will be rent in twain, the vail of pafling blinks 
and interrupted views! Phedife of 5 ſaint here, 
is moſtly a life of deſite, he can never e 
fire fully ſatisfied, and when you get any: dee 
meeting with the Lord, why, it is but a blink 
away, your defires are hut increaſed thereby, — 
your melancholly wants remain unſuplied; but 


Wants ſhall be ſupplied, for, for in his preſence 
there is fullneſs of joy, and at his rig t hand are 
. Tivers of pleaſares for evermore. No clouds, no 
night, no deſertion there, no ſuch complaint as 


munion and enjoyment here adwitts of interupti- 
on, but that which is above, is uninterrupted, no 
temping devil, no degeitful heart, no diſmal 
cloud to darken their da 
and fruition of God. Ohtiſt is here only paſſing 
by us, and as a way ſaring man, that tarries only 
for a night, - yea, hardly for a night; no ſooner 
does he enter, but he is away, no ſooner does the 


hg is gone, Song, v 8 1 Iv to my: EN 


(4 
beauty, i3 through the dim Flaſs of duties and 


y. ſys the apoſtle but the me comes when the 


35, in an immediate manf.er, Rev. xxi. 22.7 


the ſaints be able to ſay, the half of his glory bath 


within the vail all :defices ſhall be ſatisfied, all 


this, O why; hideſt thou thy face? the beit com- 


or interrupt their viſon, 


' heart begin to open to him ſometime, than alas 


42 
hut he had withdrawn himſe f and wes gone; but 
then there enjoyment ſhall. be full. and everlaſting, 
„ ad uninterrup! ed, for / Dall they ever e with 
1 - the Lord. Partial enjoyments will give way: e- 
; *ternally enjoyments, 7 fer when that which 15 per- 
\* is come, that which is in part Hall be dene a- 
way. 5. The vail. of chureh diſorders and cenſu- 
ion ſhall be rent in twain. Many times you have 
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dut of order in the chuteh, the vail of - confuſion 
and diſorder is upon it, and the glory departed, 
i E but clouds in out ſcy. Indeed we would 
| gladly expect the tending of theſe vails that are u- 
5 pon the church, even in time, and even with re- 

-tpett to the church of Scotland. It is with the 
as it is with particular believers, the Lord 


ul 
| [+> \ oh 2. delivetance athe . darkeſt night 
. uſher in the cleareſt day; fo them that fear his 
name the dun of rigliecuſnels ſpall ariſe. W hat- 
ever dark eclipſes the. Sun may be under at pre- 
 Fent, do not ſay the .Sup is gone out of the fit ma. 
ment, becauſe it is a cloudy- day, the clouds may 
| . -grow thicker and thieker yet, yea, there may not 
iþ Foe be clouds, but rain, and perhaps a terrible 
+ ſhower of wrath. is coming, many things look like 
it, but though. there ſhould be both clouds and 


1 rain, ſay not the Sun is gone, and will never re- 


rend the clouds in his on time. Nea, the rexd- 
ing of the vail of the temple did bode good to the 
church. It ſays that he will rear up a more glori - 
us temple, uch as is promiſed, Ia. liv. 11, 12, 
13. 0 thou'dfflifted, tefled with tempeſis, and not 
comforted, ö. led, 1 vill lay, the; ſtoves with fair 
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reaſon to high and e that matters are all 
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y.. brings them to an extremity, before he 
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turn and ſhine again; is chat rent the vail, will 
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| colours, and lay thy foundations. with Jappbines, 
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and I will make thy windows of agates, and thy 


gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of plenfant 


fones. Why, what is the meaning of all this; 
See it verſe, 13. All thy children ſboll be taught of 

the Lord, ond great {hall be the pence of thy chiid - 
ren. You ſay it is a time of great darkneſs in the 
church, ſoit is indeed; but here is a promiſe of 
night that ſhall ariſe, all thy children ſhall he taught 
| of the Lord. It is time of. great diviſion and con- 
4 Ventiant ſo it is; but here is a promiſe of great 
peace, great ball. be the - peace of thy children. 
We hope chere will be a more: full; accompliſh» 
ment of this in the church, even in time; but 
. when all this come to paſs? why, we may come 
to be tryſted with another kind of tempeſt before, 


it come to paſs; for ſee how the promiſe is uſher=* 


ed in, O thau affliifted and taſſad with tempe ſlz, 

not comforted, then follows the premiſe of a plea- 
fant iſſue, but witha! never expect a perfect church 
upon earth, we hope it will be more. pure, but it 
will never de perfect, till chat which is in part be- 
done away. The time is- coming, when the bride, 
the Lamb's wife; ſnhall be preſented to bim with- 
out {pot or wrinkle, when the union of the ſaints 
> hall be entire, and the communion of ſaints ſhall 
be perfect, there will be no contention, no diviſi- 
on, vo diſorder in the general allembly and church 
of che dn that are written in heaven. 6. 
The vaib of militant graces will be rent in twain, 
and nothing but triumphant graces : will have the 
throne, now remains faith, hope, and /ove, but the 
greateſt. of theſe is love. Why, love is 4 a trium- 
phant grace, and faith and hope will reſign to joue 
the chair of ſtate. There will be no need of mili- 
tant 


faith Where vifion is, no need of hope whele fra * * 


es in the church triumphant, no need of 


A* 
ition is, no need of patience where all tribulatisr: 
is at an end, no need of any ſighing graces where 


the te is nothing but victory, light, life, Jove, li- 
berty, joy, glory. Fou have a fighting life of it 


here, but then a ſong of victory, victo:y for ever- 
-mote. 7. The yail of infirmities will be tent in 
twain, here believers have inſirmities on their bo- 


dies, that have no ſmall influences on the actiggs 


of their ſouls, 'infirmities on their ſouls, darkriefs 


and dulneſs in their intellectual powers, infirmi- 

ties of the new nature, though created in Chriſt 
Jeſus, though ſvpported by his power, and guid- 
ed by his grace, yet ſtill it is a weak ching, like a 
new born babe, but none of cheſe infirmities are 
anthem that ate within the vail, they are become 


ith to a perfect man in Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. Then 
that ſcripture ſhallibe fully accompliſhed, Iſa xxx. 
26. Tbe light of the moon ſhall be as the light' © 


the fun, and the light of the fun ſhall be ſeven fold 


ws the light of ſeven days. 8 he vail of morta- 
: ity ſhall be rent in twain, For this 'mortal ball put 
on immortality, this corruption hall put an incor» 
ruption, and death (hall: be ſwallgwed up in victo- 
ry. The vail of fleſh, the clay tabernacle will be 
rent in twain; We know, that if the earthly houſe 


of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have  build- 


ing of God, an houſe not made withithands eter- 
nal in the heavens; for in this we groan earneſtly, 


deſiring to be clothed upon with our houſe 
which is from heaven, 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. O was 


rect, then ball ue all come in the unity of the 


ou ever brought that man's ſaying, O mortality, 


mortality, Oitime, time, that will not haſte awa 


to ler eternity come! was you ever content to ſhake 
the ſand glaſs of time to win eternity? Wag you 


— 


never content to take death in your arms, A A 
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wlecome, welcame, O trieng, - welcome news, 
that mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life. . 
The vail of incapacity will be rent in twain, now 
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wearies of God's ſervice :. but in heaven within 
the vail, they hall terve him without wearying 
or fainting, Rev. xxii. 3. there his fervants ſhall 
ferve him, their weary ſervice here is hardly to be 
called a ſervice, but there his ſervants will ſerve 
him indeed. O will it not be a myſtery, and a 
great wonder if we, who cannot pray half an hour 
to an end, and hardly hear an hour to an end, but 
we will be toiled as if we had done fome marrel> 
tous work, ſhall de brought to heaven, and never 


believer, you Thall; through all the years of eterni- 
N praiſe him and never weary. In a: word, all 
the vails of trouble and trials will be rent in twain, 
there remains a ret for- the people of Ged. The 
vail of ſorrow and anxiety fhall-be rent in twain, 
5 for all. tears ball he wiped from thiir eyes, 
J borrow and fighing ſhall flee away. The vail of 
4 ſickneſs and uneafineſs of body or foul ſhall be 
1 rent in twain, the in habit ant of that land hl ſay, 
q Jam fick, the perple that dwell therein ſtall be for- 
Huan their. iniquity. . The | vail of- wandering. 
oughts and vain imginations will be rent in 
twain, you fhall not have a wrong thought or 
conceprion of God throughout all eternity, for all 
78 heart plagues, luſt and corraptions, that you 
have been wreſtling with all your days, will leave 
you, and I am fare you will leave them with ſuch 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and be ſo glad to part 
with them, hat you will hardly ſhake hagds with 
them, but rather fay the back of my hand to you, 
many a ſad hour, many a ſigh and groan you have | 
eoſt me, but well is me, that now I am quite of 
pou forever. And I cannot but fay, that they who 
now have a glad heart to think of parting with 
theſe, and a meeting withChriſt for ever, thephave 


weary of the ſervice of heaven? here is comfort, 
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gotten ſome communion with him this day. Fi- 
nially, the vail of time will be rent in twain, and 


the ſtreams of time will be fwallowed up in the. 
ocean of eternity. O how will you ſay with won- 


der then, © hath ſuch a black and ugly creature 
as I was, gotten glorious Chriſt in my arms, ne- 
ver, never, never to Part again / O how will his 


kind looks dart a ſweetneſs and joy inexpreſſible 


into your hearts, when you ſhall be ded with the 


Lamb about the rivers of living water, when time 


ſhalt be no more! Take all this comfort into your 
hearts, believers, for the God of conſolation allows 


you to rejoice for ever, and to Tejoice in the hope 


of the glory of God, which you ſhall ſ-e and be 


for ever poſſeſt of within the vail. 


Uſe Fifth for Exartatiin All I ſhall now fay, 
is this, if the vil be rent in twain by the death of 
Chriffg®O then come and ſee, come and take, 
come and wonder, come and enter, come and 


fing. 1. Come and fee, when the ſeal was opened, 


Rev. vi. then the voice cried, come and ſee; fo 
when the vail is rent, O come and fee, come and 


ſee. Turn afide and ſee this great fight, the vail-of 


ſeparation betwixt Cod and us rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom. What was to be ſeen with» 
m the vail of the temple you are told, Heb. ix. 4. 


5G. There was to be ſeen the golden cenſer, the gold» 


en pct, the ark of the covenant, the tables of the 
covenant, Aud over it the cherubims of glory over» 
JShadowing the mercy ſeat ; what did all thefe Ggni- 
fy I cannot ſtand to ſhew, but tn ſhort, they all 
pointed out the glory of God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now 1s the vail rent, then look rhe holieſt, and 
fee the glorious myſtery of redeeming love, ſee 
the wiſdom, power. holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and 

God, manifcited brightly in the ſace..ot 


0 
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Fefus, who by his death rent the vail; that we 
might ſee heaven and the glory of it 2. Come 
take the pot of manna which was within the vail, - 
' as you ſee in that forecited text, which” fignified 
& Chriſt the bread of life. Now that the vail is rent, 
you may come to the holieſt and take manna; if 
you go away faſting this night, it will be your own 
fault, for you have liberty to come and take, ſince 
the vail is rent. Chriſt himſelf is che manna, and 
if you take him, you take all things with him 
4 that ybu need. Dol you need a pardon ? Why, the 
opening of the vail is a / proclamation af pardon 
Upon a Jubilee day. In the year of jubilee, the 
4 prieſt entered within the vail into the holieſt, and 
there was a diſcharge of debt, and liberty pro- 
claimed, fo here is our jabilee, Chriſt our high 
| Prieſt having rent the vail, enters the holieſt, iflues 
b: out his ' proclamation of indemnity, and Claims 
4 pardon of debt Many a dyvour drowned.in:debt 
1 is on this green: but behold, the cry is, Go forth 
ye priſoners of hope. There is a pardon in this 
pot of manna, it yon will but take it; yea, there 
is life to your ſouls, and death to your ſins in this 
pot of manna, if you will take it. Object. But 
you will ſay, I cannot take what is offered to me. 
Anſw. I wiſh you indeed knew your own weak: 
neſs, and were ſenſible of it, No man can come to 
me; ſays Chriſt, except the father "a" 3 but 
1 O, hath God drawn you ſo far as you ate 
i willing to take Chriſt, though you can de nothing, 
4 and willing chat“ Chriſt ſhould take you? De you 
4 know what! it is to believe? Is not to do ſome 
| great, thing by your own. power, no: it is a grace 
that hath two eyes, with the one it looks to a 
man's ſelf, and ſzes his own utter weaknelo, ſay- | 


Net thats am ſufficient of myjelf to thin a bine 
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at of my ſelf; and with the other it looks to God, 
and ſees his infinite power, ſaying, My ſufficiency 
is of God. So that to believe, is ta ſee that you 
can do nothing, and to employ,the power of God 
to do all things for you, and in you that you 
need, Now, when you are called to take Chriſt, 
ou ate called to take and employ the power of 


| God to do all things that your called to do, but 


cannot do of yourſelf; this power of God is in 


your offer, and you may give employment to it, 


ſa. xxvii. 5, Let him take ho/d of my ſtrengtb. 
that he may make peace with me, and he ſhall mate 
peace with me. Did you ever know before that 
the power of God was at your ſervice? take hold 
of his power, and give employment to his power, 
ſaying, Lord let this power of thine be put forth 
upon a weakling, that I may rake Chriſt, Behold, 
the Father offers him for wildom, righteoufnels,. 
ſanctification, and redemption.- there is manna 
indeed, which you have for the taking in this 
manner, ſaying, Lord take me, and Iwill take thee, 


Let thy power and grace be glo: ified upon me. 


If you be in earneſt; it is a bargain; for he never 
called a finner to take his Son upon any other 
terms, but that they only conſent. that Chriſt take 
all the work, and all the glory; 3. Come and wen- 
der, Bebo d, the vail of the temple was rent in 
Twain from the top ta the bottom. Come and won 
der; that all hinderances are are taken out of the 
way of your acceſs to God. Wonder at the love 
of God in ſending.his Son ro rend che vail, won 

der at the love of Chriſt in rending of the vail, 

that you might have acceſs to God; wonder "that. © 
it was rent at all, wonder that it was rent in 
twain, wonder that i it * rent ſiond the top to the 


- 
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bottom, wonder at the ins, and wonder at the F e 
occaſion of it. Chriſt gave up the ghoſt, and the v 
vail of the temple was rent. The rending of the i1 
vail coſt him bis life, it coſt him his ſoul, bis foul It 
was made an offecing fer fin, and then the vail 1 1: 
was rent. O is there no wondering at this; it F fl 
would be an evidence of good communion. to you, h 
if you were filled with wonder A ſhoit wonder tt 
is beiter than a long prayer. Come and enter. p- 
1 Not only ſce and take and wonder, but alſo bold- 
| ly enter into the holieft, not {tanding in the out- & h 
| er court, as it were, or behind the vail gazing, or A if 
only putting in your hand by the rent vail, but th 
come in wholly and enter, boldly. The vail is al 
| rent in twain, O then come and Enter by the J. 
rent You. may all come- boldly to the holieſt, f 
by this new. end living way that is conſecrated” I ex 
through the yail' O may ſuch a dog, ſuch a fil- ye 
thy, dog as I come? yes, we uſe to ſay, Open If ki 
doors devs came in, the door is open, the vail is m 
rent, let dogs come in and get a_crumb. The. | to 
Gentiles are called dogs in ſcripture, and. it is Ja 
ſaid, Without are degs, murdercrs, ſocerers, m 
WWhoremongers ; but t all the dogs that are with- be 
out the vail, we, in God's name, proclaim liber- | 
ty-ic come in, and get what wall ſave .you, and fis 
ſar ctify you, You will ſay, 30% have.nothing to Far 
bring with, you, no grece, no good: I tell youz be 
there is none here, byt they, have ſomething to Kb) 
bring to Chiiſt, with them What is that? have to 
you not much ſin, aud miſery to, bring with you? 
have you. not nuch want, weakneſe, and wicked- 
ncis; ta bring with vou come with all your ills. 
in order to get all good, come with, your lins and 
get grace, come with your guilt and get a paidon,, | 
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come with your -filthineis and get cleanſing, come 
with your wants and get fulneſs. Let dogs come 
in and get a crumb, yea, a feaſt. Ihere is no- 
thing to hinder you fince the vail is rent The 
law is not in your way, for that is fulfilled ; the 
flaming cherubim is not in your way, for Chriſt 
bath rent the vail of God's wrath, and divided 
the Red-ſea of divine vengeance, that you. migh - 
paſs through. 

Have you a mind for heaven, man, woman? 
here is the way, it lies through the rent vail ; and 
if you take not this. way, you [ſhall never enter 
there: For there are two porter, that will keep 
all unbelievers out, namely, Juſtice and Holineſs, 

Juſtice will ſay, I muſt be ſati-fied, Holineſs wilt 

ſay, I muſt be vindicated, or elſe you. ſhall never 
enter here: But if you come by this rent vail, 
vou fhall have open enterance into the heavenly, 

kingdom Chrilt will ſay to juſtice, Let ſuch a 

man in, for I paid you all his debt; he will. ſay 

to holineſs, Let ſuch a man in, fo: I gave you 

a perfect obedience for. mm, look upon him in 
me. This will ſatisl'y both theſe ' Potters to let. 
believers paſs. 

„O then come and enter through the- vail that- 
d fis rent. Chriſlleſs ſoul, who will ſatisſy juſtice 
o Fand: holineſs for you? Theſe portets will never, 
1» be bribed by-you.; therefore O come, and enter 
o by the rent ar far - there is no other way to 
'e to heaven, 

? 5. Come and ing. If you- have. made enter- 
|- Yance, O fing Glory to God in the bigbeſt that 
ls. Never rent the vail. You might go home ſinging, 
ad it you took up the true meaningof the text, and turn 
2 2 tta a ſong, and las it wichunderſtanding, Bebald,. 
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the vail of the temple ws rent in twain, from the 
top to the Bottam Behold, the vail is rent, and ſhall 
1 never be whole again Behold, the work is com- 
. pleted by the Son of God, the work is done, and 
ſhall never be undone. To the Author and Fini- 
ſher of this great work, be glory for ever and # 


"ever. Amen. 
F. F. &. 


Among the many Divine. Sermons, preached by 
* this Great and Good Man, none have ever 
gone through more impreſſions, it being fo 
plain and well adapted for Chriſtians of all 
tonks and à great Patron for all who bas or may 


| approach: the Holy Communion. | 
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